
“What is honored in a country will be cultivated there, and the 
societies we remember in history are the ones that nurtured 
genius from their own ranks.” 

Plato 



Julian Stanley, founder of the 
Center for Talented Youth 

 at Johns Hopkins, wrote: 
 

“If we want young gifted 
people to be prepared 

when society needs 
them, we need to be 
there for them when 

they need us.” 
 

For the most part, America  is 
squandering its own deep vein 
of talent by failing to nurture 

talented students. 



True equity in education means providing an education that challenges all 
students to the extent of their abilities – gifted children included. 

Horace Mann said, and many believe, that educational 
equity means keeping all children of the same age 
together, teaching them the same things, concentrating 
all special attention and extra resources on those who 
need help to catch up, and trusting that gifted children 
will fend for themselves. 

 

WE DISAGREE. 



Blessed with brilliant minds and enormous skill, highly intelligent students 
may not seem to warrant much help, but they have special needs, too.   
 
They deserve more attention than America’s education system currently 
offers them. 



 Children and youth with outstanding talent perform or show the potential for 
performing at remarkably high levels of accomplishment when compared with 
others of their age, experience, or environment. 

 
 These children and youth exhibit high performance capability in intellectual, 

creative, and/or artistic areas, possess an unusual leadership capacity, or excel 
in specific academic fields.  They require services or activities not typically 
provided by schools. 

 
 Outstanding talents are present in children and youth from all cultural groups, 

across all economic strata, and in all areas of human endeavor. 
 

National Excellence:  A Case for Developing America’s Talent, U.S. Department of Education, October 1993 

 
 Gifted children who receive a high quality gifted education are most likely 

to maximize their contributions to Michigan’s  
economy and quality of life. 

 
 

 
 

 



MAGC has three points we would like to include in the 
new financial and educational plan  

for Michigan students : 
 
1. Public schools will accurately and credibly assess baseline 

and yearly academic growth data of gifted students 
each year.   
 

 The Smarter Balanced test will achieve this; the MEAP and 
MME tests do not.  For that reason, we applaud Smarter 
Balanced testing. 

 



 
2. Michigan educators who teach gifted and 

talented students will receive adequate 
training and demonstrate effective 
implementation of the principles, concepts, 
curriculum, strategies, and assessment 
techniques that are foundational to gifted and 
talented education.  This has an additional 
benefit of advancing the performance of all 
Michigan students. 



3. Michigan legislation will permit Gifted and 
 Talented charter schools to exist, procure 

authorizers, and receive state funding.   
 
 At the present time, some specialized 

schools are permitted and funded by the 
state.  We request the same for the gifted. 



MAGC’s three points are highly relevant to enacting 
a performance-based funding system for MI schools. 
 
 Schools will be required each year to accurately 

and credibly assess baseline and yearly student 
performance data to assess student and staff 
growth each year. 
 

 Student academic growth  
begins with a teacher’s access  
to accurate, verifiable data. 

 



 
 High quality staff performance is key to ensuring 

maximum student growth.  
 

Therefore, educators must receive adequate 
training and effectively implement the 

principles, concepts, curriculum, strategies, 
and assessment techniques unique to the 
types of students they teach, i.e., special 

needs, kids “in the middle”,  
and the gifted.   

 



 Schools that demonstrate more than one year of 
student growth will receive bonus funding 
commensurate with the amount of growth 
attained that year. 

 
 Bonus funding can include, but not be limited 

to, repaying schools for dual enrollment 
college courses for advanced students, 

reimbursing families for Midwest Academic 
Talent Search early SAT and ACT testing, and 
extra costs associated with advanced learning 

and enrichment classes. 



 The current reality is that gifted kids are underserved 
and as result are underperforming and are under-
contributing.  This is discrepant with what is best for our 
students, society, state, and nation. 

 
 Michigan must nurture the gifted so that they become 

top entrepreneurs, leaders, and contributors.  The 
return on Michigan’s investment will benefit our state 
in the short and long-term. 

  
 Effectively educating the gifted may occur in 

traditional schools or gifted charter schools. 

 



MAGC has requested three points we would like included in the new 
financial and educational plan for Michigan students : 
 

 
1.    Michigan public schools will accurately assess the baseline and yearly academic 
growth of gifted students each year.  The Smarter Balanced testing will achieve 
this; the MEAP and MME tests do not. 
 
2.   Michigan educators who teach any gifted and talented students will receive 
adequate training and effectively demonstrate the principles, concepts, curriculum, 
strategies, and assessment techniques that are foundational to gifted and talented 
education.  At the present time, there is no requirement for educators to receive 
training in gifted and talented education.  
 
3.  Michigan legislation will permit Gifted and Talented charter schools to exist, 
procure authorizers, and receive state funding.   

 
 
 



 In his inauguration address, Governor Snyder noted that one way of 
growing the MI economy is to attract the “best and brightest” to live and 
work in MI.   
 

 The families of the “best and brightest” will assuredly seek gifted education 
for their own children.  To attract families of high performing people and 
keep them here, MI must offer gifted education.  
 

 We should not only attract the “best and brightest” from OUTSIDE of 
Michigan but also ensure OUR OWN “best and brightest” receive a gifted 
and talented education, so they, too, can contribute their gifts and talents 
to improve our economy and quality of life. 

 
 All three points in concert are essential for achieving Governor Snyder’s and 

MAGC’s objectives. 
 



 
In order to cement its status as the next world 

superpower, China has invested $500 billion 
dollars in gifted education.   

 
China holds the firm belief that gifted children 

are the key to their nation’s progress, 
innovation, and economic future. 



 

By identifying and targeting gifted 
children from all socio-economic 

groups, China has no doubt that the 
return on its investment will be 

massive. 



 In the climate of shrinking budgets, America’s 
investment in educational programs contains 

few to no mandates for gifted education. 
Financial investments in such programs have 

dwindled to nearly nothing. 
 
 As a result, gifted children, across all socio-

economic groups and from all backgrounds, 
in large part, remain unidentified, 

underdeveloped, and under-challenged. 



 In the world of global progress and shifting 
superpowers, America is falling farther  

and farther behind.   
 

 With the best of intentions, America has 
 attempted to elevate struggling students, 

(which undoubtedly and without question 
should occur), but nonetheless, has 

inadvertently and unintentionally stagnated 
our nation’s progress by leaving its high ability 
and gifted children to fall through the cracks. 



 
Left underserved and thus underperforming, 

gifted children ultimately  
will under-contribute.   

 
In contrast to popular myths about the “the cream 
rising to the top”, without nurturing, gifted children  

may not grow into the types of leaders and 
producers that will propel our country to a 

prosperous future with the unfettered ability to 
compete globally and remain on top. 



 
 

Economically speaking, America simply  
cannot afford to leave the potential of its  

gifted children to chance.   
 



 
Our greatest odds for  

economic prosperity and dominance,  
like China’s, lie in  

identifying and investing  
in one of our best resources, 

our children, including the gifted. 
 

 Well-guided and directed, the return on this 
investment will undoubtedly result in huge 

dividends and great strides forward  
in the future of our nation! 


